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receipts and disbursements, and that it would be productive of consi-
derable benefit to our service if they were, in like manner, made up and
transmitted to us at fixed and invariable quarterly periods, but at the
same time still continuing the annual estimates which we now receive.
35.    And in order to render such papers more satisfactory to us they
should always be followed, as soon as possible, .by a comparison between
the estimated and the actual receipts and disbursements, made up to the
same periods and  arranged  under  the same heads,  together with  such
observations as may tend to show the causes of any material difference
if such should exist between them.
36.    It is also our wish that estimates and accounts in the same form
and as nearly as possible to the same periods should be in like manner
transmitted from our other settlements both to us and to your Govern-
ment, nothing in our opinion tending more to that economy and good
order necessary to the future prosperity of the Company than that every
part of its receipt and expenditure should be brought frequently, and in
detail,  under  the view of those  who  are  entrusted  either at  home  or
abroad  with   the   administration   of   its   afiEairs.    We   observe   that   this
subject was submitted to your consideration by the Accountant General
the 25th January 1785, but we have not been able to find on any of your
proceedings the form which he then laid before you for that purpose.
37.    We therefore now direct  that you lose no  time in  taking this
subject again under consideration, and in forming with the assistance of
the  Accountant General  a plan for  the purpose  to  be  transmitted  by
you to our other Governments, they being directed to conform to it, in
order that our information of the state of our affairs throughout India
may be constant, uniform and regular.
38.    We have attended to the alterations that have been introduced
into your accounts of quick stock of 3ist December 1783, 3ist July and
3ist October 1784, by inserting the arrears of every kind in demand from
your treasury or otherwise, and  approve of the reasons urged in your
Accountant General's letters of the gist March and 6th December 1784
relative  thereto.    We  agree  likewise   with   him   in   opinion   that   those
statements should  include every effective  article of debt and credit  to
the period on which they are made up in the completest manner possible.
39.    With a view to this we therefore admit the propriety of insert-
ing, as in the quick stock of 3ist October, such balances of the land
revenues as there may be probable reason to expect will be collected.
But as you have included some balance outstanding of the years 1780/81
and  1781/83  we are fearful, considering how unusual  it has  hitherto
been to collect balances of above two year's standing, that this is rather
a doubtful credit in our favor.    Of this however we allow you to be the
most competent judges, but care must be always taken that no dubious
articles be introduced into these statements except in such a manner as
to distinguish them from others that may more certainly be relied on.